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PENFRODUCTION

From Image to Accessibility

Scanned images preserve the page,
but they don't necessarily make the
content readable, searchable, or usable.

Anderson Archival's HTR program turns complex cursive and varied

handwriting styles into text that can be searched, exported, enlarged,

and read with assistive technologies — without altering the original

visual record.
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Original handwriting — preserved, then made usable.
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HE CHALLENGE

Handwriting as an Access Barrier

Handwritten materials are among the most valuable — and the hardest to use — records in any collection. Researchers may skim
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thousands of pages for a single name. Families inherit boxes of letters they cannot easily read. Institutions discover that ‘available online >

does not always mean 'accessible.’ T
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c Cursive is unfamiliar e Reading is slow =
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Many users — especially younger generations — have limited _ _ _ x

_ _ o o _ _ _ Even skilled readers move page by page. The process is laborious and w
experience reading historical cursive, inconsistent spelling, or fading

. error-prone at scale. =)

ink. >
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e OCR alone falls short o Manual transcription is costly

Standard OCR works on clean printed type but struggles with cursive, Transcription works, but time and budget rarely allow it across

variable letterforms, and unusual layouts. thousands of pages.
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BHE- APPROACH

Al-Powered Handwritten Text Recognition

Anderson Archival pairs high-quality scanning with machine learning models

trained to recognize handwritten characters and convert them into structured text.
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Rather than replacing the original image, HTR adds a usable text layer —
turning digitized handwriting into a practical digital asset.
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Capture Recognize Enrich

High-quality scanning preserves Al models read varied Searchable layer added without
the original page. handwriting and produce text. altering the image.
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e CAPABILITIES

What HTR Delivers

Searchable Text Layer Copy & Cite Assistive Technology

ARCHIVAL

Indexed for fast keyword discovery across Copy/paste functionality for research and Support for screen readers and accessibility
collections. citation. tooling.
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Adjustable Type

Preserved Originals Scales with the Archive

. . , . o Designed for processing very large
Resize text for low-vision and aging readers. Image integrity is never altered or replaced.

collections.
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PROJECT EXAMPLES

Real-World Applications

Anonymized engagements illustrating how HTR shows up across very different archival projects.

Letters Supporting a Book
Project

A client needed a large set of personal letters
transcribed so passages could be cited within a
narrative and searched by theme, place, and
recurring topic. HTR accelerated initial capture,
freeing reviewers to focus on verification and

editorial decisions.
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Correspondence for Broad
Audiences

Handwritten documents were paired with
adjustable-type text versions and screen-reader
support. The result removed barriers for users
with low vision and for readers less comfortable

with cursive.

03

Confidential Collections

Across private engagements, the pattern was
consistent: pair careful digitization with HTR
while maintaining strict handling of sensitive
material — yielding faster discovery and a
clearer path from preservation to access.
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PVWPACT & OUTCOMES

How HTR Transforms Access

By adding an accurate text layer to handwritten scans, organizations expand access for researchers, families, and the public.

Hours — More

Minutes Inclusive

Rapid Discovery Expanded Access

Locate names and events in seconds — Publish digital collections in formats that

research time drops from hours to minutes. genuinely serve diverse readers.

Multiple
Formats

Alternative Formats

Support assistive technologies and varied
reading needs across the archive.

Improved discoverability makes it easier to preserve and pass on personal journeys and historical experiences — without requiring every reader to be

fluent in cursive.
Anderson Archival - Case Study
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BEOOKING AHEAD

The Future of Archival Access

Al-powered handwritten text recognition helps archival teams move beyond preservation-only digitization toward true access. When
combined with quality imaging and thoughtful review, HTR can unlock collections that were previously searchable only by manual

reading — turning handwriting into text that can be found, read, and reused across formats.

ARCHIVAL

Continued model improvements and clearer governance for sensitive collections will broaden what's possible — supporting larger

archives, more handwriting styles, and new ways to connect people with the primary sources that shaped their communities and

A NDERSON

families.
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READY TO BEGIN

Ready to Unlock
Your Archive?

PLRYED M THE PLAYGROWMD

Anderson Archival specializes in transforming handwritten collections into accessible,
searchable digital assets — for personal correspondence, business records, and
institutional archives alike. Our team pairs quality digitization with advanced HTR to

make your materials truly accessible.

CONTACT info@andersonarchival.com
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